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award. Should the Government refuse to accept the proposal for
a panch, cultivators can decline to pay the revenue and let the
Government collect it by auctioning their belongings. Before
taking such a step, however, cultivators should consider the matter
from every point of view.

1.    Will they remain united?

2.    Can they suffer their cattle, utensils and other household
goods being auctioned?

3.    Can they remain peaceful?

If all these three questions can be answered in the affirmative,
they can, as explained above, ask for the appointment of a panch
and, if this is not agreed to refuse to pay the revenue. The culti-
vators should also bear in mind that the Congress will be able to
give them no assistance in this struggle which concerns them alone.
They will have to rely on their own strength. They should have
competent leaders among them. There should be no room for
the slightest dishonesty.

This for relief of the cultivators' local distress. If they wish to
join the struggle for swaraj and Khilafat, they should be ready to
suffer more. No question about crop-assessment can be raised
in this connection. Before joining the struggle, they should fully
adopt swadeshi, persuade the women to do the same and do
away with the evil of untouchability. Only then will they be
held fit to offer civil disobedience.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 11-12-1921
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[On or after December 11, 19211

WELL     DONE     GOD     BLESS     YOU.     RAMDAS2,    DEVDAS  -AND    OTHERS
WILL     FOLLOW    YOU.

Aaj, 15-12-1921

1 After his arrest on December 11; he was Gandhiji's eldest son.
2 Gandhiji's third son